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Report Highlights: 

On May 28, 2014, the Mexican Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fishery and 

Food (SAGARPA) published an Official Mexican Regulation Project (PROY-NOM-001-SAG/BIO-

2014) in Mexico’s “Diario Oficial” (Federal Register).  This Regulation establishes the characteristics 

and content of label information for genetically engineered seeds and vegetative propagation materials 

to be released as a crop for agricultural production.  Comments are due in Spanish within the next 60 

calendar days after publication (May 29, 2014). 
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General Information:  
 

Introduction:  This report summarizes an official announcement by the Secretariat of Agriculture, 

Livestock, Rural Development, Fishery and Food (SAGARPA) published in Mexico’s “Diario Oficial” 

(Federal Register) on May 28, 2014, containing a draft of the Official Mexican Regulation (PROY-

NOM-OO1-SAG/BIO-2014), which establishes characteristics and content of labeling information for 

genetically engineered seeds and vegetative propagation materials that will be released as a crop for 

agricultural production. 
 

Disclaimer: This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore 

should not, under any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the resolution in question, or 

of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests. In the event of a discrepancy or 

discrepancies between this summary and the complete resolution or announcement as published in 

Spanish, the latter shall prevail. 
 

Title of Notice: Draft of the Official Mexican Regulation PROY-NOM-001-SAG/BIO-2014, which 

establishes the general characteristics of label information of genetically modified organisms that are 

seeds or vegetative propagation material that will be used for planting, crop and agricultural production. 

 

Type of Resolution: Draft Regulation 

 

Publication Date: May 28, 2014 

 

Comment period: 60 calendar days from the publication in the Federal Register (May 28, 2014) 

 

Products Affected: Corn, Soybean, Cotton and any other Genetically Engineered (GE) crops. 

 

Agency in Charge: Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fishery and Food 

(SAGARPA).  

  

Executive Summary: On May 28, 2014, SAGARPA published a notification in Mexico’s Federal 

Register containing the draft of an Official Mexican Regulation PROY-NOM-001-SAG/BIO-2014. The 

draft establishes the characteristics and content of the type of information required to be put on labels 

(generally affixed to containers or bags) that contain genetically engineered seeds and vegetative 

propagation materials that will be released as a crop for agricultural production.  As mentioned in the 

annual GAIN report MX3061 (Mexico Continues to Cautiously Move Forward with Biotechnology), 

this NOM is one of the pending regulations that have been drafted in recent years. 

  

According to Provision 9 and 12 of the Biosafety Law on Genetically Modified Organisms, it is 

necessary to determine in an Official Mexican Regulation the information and characteristics required 

for labeling of GE planting seeds.  Thus in order to inform the buyer, this NOM establishes specific 

labeling requirements, including 35 label characteristic requirements and 6 package label feature 

requirements.  The Notification also notes that this Mexican Official Regulation does not match any 

international standard. 

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5346453&fecha=28/05/2014
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5346453&fecha=28/05/2014
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Agricultural%20Biotechnology%20Annual_Mexico%20City_Mexico_8-5-2013.pdf


  

Comments to the Draft:  Interested parties should submit scientifically and technically supported 

comments to the draft in Spanish, to the Comite Consultivo Nacional de Normalizacion 

Agroalimentaria (National Advisory Committee of Agrifood Regulation) at: 

  

Guillermo Perz Valenzuela #127 

Col. Del Carmen Coyoacán 

C.P. 04100   

Mexico D.F. 
E-mail: pedro.macias@senasica.gob.mx 

  

This Draft Regulation is in public consultation; however comments are not being submitted through a 

public page, like other similar Draft Regulations in COFEMER, but directly through the mail address 

and/or e-mail above mentioned. 

  

  

Author Defined:  

Give Us Your Feedback on this Report: Please take a moment to answer this brief 6 question survey by 

clicking on the above link which will take you to a non-U.S. Government website (i.e. SurveyMonkey).  Once 

completed, click on “Done” and we can capture your feedback.  We value your opinion and want to provide 

information that matters to you as it relates to U.S. and Mexico food and agricultural production, trade, demand, 

and policy.  Thank you for your time. 

  

For More Information 

FAS/Mexico Web Site:  We are available at http://www.mexico-usda.com.mx or visit the FAS 

headquarters' home page at www.fas.usda.gov  for a complete selection of FAS worldwide agricultural 

reporting. 
  

Useful Mexican Web Sites:  Mexico's equivalent of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (SAGARPA) 

can be found at www.sagarpa.gob.mx, the equivalent of the U.S. Department of Commerce (SE) can be 

found at www.economia.gob.mx, and the equivalent of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

(SALUD) can be found at www.salud.gob.mx.  These web sites are mentioned for the reader's 

convenience but USDA does NOT in any way endorse, guarantee the accuracy of, or necessarily concur 

with, the information contained on the mentioned sites. 
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